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THE PASTOR DECLARING ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD. 


A Sermon preached, October 4, 1840, by the City-Missiomry, in review of his 
closing Ministry among the Congregation of St. Stephen’s Chapel. 


Acts xx. 27—“I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” 


The souls of the Apostle, and of his beloved ones, were exceedingly 
sorrowful on the day of his saying this, for he was going bound in the 
spirit, not knowing the things that should befall him, and they were to 
see his face no more. Hence, we may not wonder, that in the intense- 
ness of his desire to have them for a while around him, he should have 
sent, though to some distance, to call them together; nor, that on his see- 
ing their kind looks again, as he had been long used to see them, he 
should have poured out his very heart in earnest expressions of affec- 
tion, and of warning.» Especially was it natural, that at the close of his 
ministry in their midst, his thoughts should have turned back to the first 
day that he came into their community, and to the manner of his being 
with them since at ali seasons, teaching publicly, and from house to 
house. 

But, most of all, it is worthy of notice, that though certain that bonds 
and afflictions were waiting for him, none of these things, he declared, 
had power to move him—yea! that he did not count his very life dear 
unto himself, so that he might finish his course with joy, and the minis- 
try which he had received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the 
grace of God. 

. And yet, brethren, this resolute Apostle was not without feeling. He 
boasted of, no callousness of heart too hardened for grief to penetrate, 
nor of any elevation so high above the sensibilities of ordinary men, that 
none of the sympathies of our nature could reach his spiritualized bo- 
som. Rather, he knew who it was that wept more than once in the days 
of his flesh ; and in the true spirit of his master, St. Paul was not asham- 
ed, at this trying interview, to remind his dear friends of the many tears 
shed by him in their behalf. .. Nor did they refrain from weeping sore, 
The depth of their mutual affliction at parting, was to them excuse enough 
(if excuse were needed,) for ‘yielding to emotions which they could not 
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entirely keep under ; and well assured were they that he who in Gethse- 
mane was moved to strong crying and tears, would hear them also in that 
they feared, and would cause their affliction, though grievous, to yield 
afterwards the peaceable fruit of righteousness, to his glory, and to their 
eternal good. Accordingly, with a view to this result, and falling in 
with the train of thought which he presumed was uppermost in their 
minds, he takes occasion to review his past efforts in their behalf— 
pointing out particularly the great truths vhich he had endeavored 
chiefly to bear witness to, and then he takes them to record that he had 
** not shunned to declare unto them all the counsel of God.” 

. That we may see with what season he could take to himself the com- 
fort here implied, let us look now into the proofs of his having done 
whathe thus assures them he did. And may the spirit, whose office it is 
to convince of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, be with you, 
brethren, and with me, in applying this subject throughout, whether in 
condemnation or acquittal, to our intercourse hitherto as Pastor and 
People. 

By ‘the counsel of God,” the Spirit here means the truths, every 
one of them, which, whether made known of old to the fathers by the 
prophets, or whether revealed either with more clearness, or, for the 
first time, to himself, and to his brother Apostles, he had been sent with 
authority from Christ himself to teach, not only to the people of Ephe- 
sus, but every where, especially among the Gentiles. Just befor: , he 
had spoken of it as “ the Gospel of the grace of God ;” elsewhere he 
calls it “the truth as it is iu Jesus,” and many other names he gives it 
in sundry places, but all of them in substance the same, referring to that 
glorious dispensation for bringing back a lost world by grace through 
faith to the holiness, and the happiness of heaven. This it is that he is 
here telling them he had declared unto them, * having taught them pub- 
licly, and from house to house, warning every one night and day, by the 
space of three years, keeping back nothing that was profitable unto to 
them.” A bold assertion, surely, brethren, which none but an inspired 
teacher might presume to make in terms so general, and with no quali- 
fying exception ; but, though this at the outset must constrain every 
shepherd of souls, since the days of inspiration, to shrink in conscious 
unworthiness from the use of such language, nevertheless, it may not 
hinder either you or me from inquiring whether in this respect we have 
been followers of this Apostle, even as he was of Christ.’ 

Now for this purpose he has happily left the traces of his course, not 
only as to the prominent points of his teaching, on which he was in the 
habit most earnestly of insisting, but we have, in the Epistle of his to 
these very Ephesians, a model and specimen providentially preserved, 
that we may see without danger of mistake, each step by which he was 
wont to lead his beloved disciples to their loving Savior. Thus'in this 
address of his to the elders of Ephesus, we find him summing up his tes- 
timony under the heads (so well known to you,) of “ repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” And are not these, breth- 
ren, the very ingredients of that sincere milk of the word, which every 
minister of our Church, unless faithless himself to the vows of his ordina- 
tion, must feed you with? ‘These accordingly, we have testified to 
you in words so plain, and repeated so often, that we scarce can think 
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any of you now need to be told what is meant by either of them, or how 
needful they are to every one whu would not be condemned and perish. 
They are, you know, among the principles of the doctrine of Christ, 
and it is not for you to be laying again at this late day, these parts so 
essential of the foundation on which your souls are to rest. Without 
them your entrance by the washing of regeneration into the Church of 
Christ, whether in infancy, or as grown persons, could have been, of 
course, of none effect—nor, without the continual renewing of both of 
these states of heart, can you have looked for good to your souls from 
the laying on, though of apostolic hands, nor even from your repeated 
approaches to the table of your Lord. These feelings we rather hope 
you are fully aware must be and abound in you, except ye be reprobate— 
nor, if these are now wanting in any of you, can you fancy that from the 
teaching either of the scripture, or of your minister, a shadow of ground 
is left for you to rest your souls on. But that we may tread the more 
closely in the track of the Apostle, let us survey the field of his instruc- 
tions, as spread out in his Epistle to these friends of his at Ephesus? 
From it we may discern, beyond question, the chief things which he 
would have had them remember are comprised in the counsel of God, 

Not the duties which they owed merely to one another. These, it is 
true, we find he did urge, not only in general terms, but with instructive 
minuteness—so that no husband or wife, no parent or child, no master or 
servant, nor any friend, or enemy, could be at a loss to know how he 
would have had them behave in their several stations. Nor could we, 
brethren, as a community, fix upon any way so sure of beirg happy, 
each in himself, and with every one about him, as by acting always up 
to the spirit of these rules, in the latter part of this letter of St. Paul to 
the christians of Ephesus. And none, therefore, may deny that to lay 
down, and enforce these rules, is, and must ever be, one of the things 
which the Church and her ministers should be careful to see after. And 
so she at least has been, for, not to mention the many choice passages of 
scripture placed for this purpose among her daily and weekly “ lessons,” 
have we not the Ten Commandments, more than half of them enjoining 
our duties to our neighbours, from the lips of Gud himself, and these very 
ones explained with clearness and force in the Catechism? So that if 
there be any among us who do not keep the second great command- 
ment, the Church at least, even they must admit, is clear—t1.or, we trust, 
will it be said that the fault is with her ministers. 

But another great commandment there is, “ first :”” Is this passed by ? 
Not by the Apostle, for the former, and by far the larger part of his 
Epistle, is taken up with appeals the most heart-searching about this 
very loving of the Lord—nor can any statements be more likely to open 
the hearts of his people tothe entrance of this feeling, than are those 
which he pressed upon them here with such evident delight. His whole 
Epistle, in fact, is as of one, who, himself in the midst of an atmosphere of 
love, would fain bring all others within its reviving influence. Hence 
he sets forth in such glowing colors the spiritual blessings of the believ- 
er, the riches of God’s kindness towards us; giving glory at one mo- 
ment to him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can ask or think ; and then, though not ceasing to give thanks for the 
graces which he already saw were, in his converts, praying with only 
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the more earnestness that they might know the greatness of his power 
‘to. usward—as though no words could be found fervent enough to con- 
vey to them even the impression which was on his owa mind of the joys 
‘in store for the righteous; while there were, he would yet have them in- 
fer, unutterable treasures of bliss reserved in heaven, and hid with 
Christ for each penitent, persevering saint. Rapturously does he glance 
at that hope of their calling, and gladly, no doubt, would he have dwelt 
in eager anticipation on the riches of the glory of their inheritance in 
the heavenly places. 

But other topics, more befitting their mortal condition, he was bound 
to speak of, and these, accordingly, we may be sure he did not withhold. 
Some of them were pleasing, and hence the glow, which was his, in 
his sketches of heaven: We find it warming, though with less fervour, 
his descriptions of the earthly life of the believer. The Epistle is lighted 
up throughout with a radiance of spiritual peace, giving us ample war- 
rant for setting before you in no obscure hints, but rather in terms of ex- 
press assurance, the prospect of reward, not distant, but of which you 
may have a foretaste so soon as you give up your hearts to your Saviour. 
Yes, brethren, in winning you to Jesus, we have been authorized to tell 
you of ways of pleasantness, of an easy yoke, and of a service which is 
perfect freedom. We may, and should invite you not only to a course 
which will erd in peace, but along eacl: step of which you may hope to 
feel, even now, in your bosoms, a joy of the Holy Ghost, an inward sat- 
isfaction more than enough to make up to you for every trial. And 
widely, alas! must we confess to our shame, that we have departed from 
the model of St. Paul’s teaching, if indeed it be true, that our represen- 
tation to you of the nature of real piety is that it consists in the doing 
of irksome duties, and the enduring of only privations, with nothing else 
to cheer under present struggles, but the prospect of future relief. Sure- 
ly, brethren, “* ye have not so jearned Christ.” ‘If so be that, you have 
been taught by him the truth as it is in Jesus” you do feel, I trust, 
that with him to dwell in yourhearts by faith, and being rooted and 
grounded in love, you are made nigh, having boldness, and access with 
confidence, strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man, And, 
though alas ! not a few of you, we fear, are to this day ‘“* without Christ,” 
you scarce can say, brethren, that you have been kept back by the 
gloomy and repulsive views which we have set before you of the life of 
the believer. . 

Is it then of our being too strict that some would silently accuse us? 
Have we required too much, making the terms of admission too hard, 
or placing the standard of .attainment too high, thus hindering some 
who might else have entered, ‘and disheartening others, who by milder 
means, might have been gradually led on? Brethren, our spirits would 
sink within us, could we think ‘that our teaching were justly to be found 
fault with in either of these respects—for itis fearful to think of having 
shut out even.a singlé soul from him, who says “ come unto me all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden”—and no less distressing in the dread 
of making the heart of the righteons sad, or of discouraging the fainting 
soul by the length or the roughness of the way. But I know not, breth- 
ren, that ministers in these days can require, before hand, an lt 2 
more thorough than did St. Paul of these very Ephesians, when he spoke 
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of their being brought from a state in which they were children of wrath, 
dead in sins, having no hope, and without God, to the condition so 
widely different, unto the adoption of children, to be of the household of 
God, followers of God, as dear children, renewed in their mind, created 
in righteousness and true holiness. No two setts of people, surely, 
could well be spoken of more unlike the one to the other, than were 
these Ephesians, before, and after they had passed through the great 
change, which we, brethren, have in like manner been endeavoring to 
shew you that you all must experience, if you would besaved. Nor when 
we read thus of God himself, and Christ, held up to the Ephesians as 
the standard for them to aim at, have we any doubt that our error, if on 
either side, is more likely to have been from not raising the longing of 
your souls to a sufficient elevation of spiritual desire. Of this, at least, 
we are certain, brethren, that St. Paul did not shrink from telling his 
people that they were all of them by nature, and by wilful practice, lost 
in sin and helplessness, deserving only indignation and wrath; and 
painful though it was no doubt to him to say so, and to them to hear, 
he did not fail to warn them that they must die forever, unless by a 
timely and thorough turning from their sins, they closed with the 
only offer that ever was, or would be made, of escape for their out- 
cast souls. 

With equal plainness in speaking to them of the source of that offer, 
he never scrupled to say to them that they must give up every thought 
of any thing good in themselves, to which to ascribe either the moving 
cause of the mercy shewn them, or the continuance of that mercy in 
‘ fresh supplies of the Spirit’s influences—but, rather, as he traces the first 
spring of it to our being chosen in Christ, so are believers, he adds, his 
workmanship—our salvation being by grace through faith, the gift of 
God, not of works,that all may be tothe praise of his glory. A view 
this, not new, brethren, to you, but familiar surely as at, the ground- 
work of all that has been taught for your edification. Redemption 
through the blood of Christ, and access through him by one spirit unto 
the Father, have been, and are, we trust, the only reliance, yet the all- 
sufficient support and comfort of every believer among you. Nor, I 
presume, are any of you thinking to be rescued from sin and Satan, and 
eternal misery, by any other means than the giving up of your whole 
selves to the obedience of this faith. Neither, brethren, have you to 
learn now that this, so far from making us careless about our conduct, 
is in truth the spring, and guide, and only sufficient inducement to eve- 
ry excellence—not only because without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord, but because it is in vain for us to name the name of Christ unless 
we depart from iniquity. In Christ Jesus we are, you know, created 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them—nor have I, therefore, the least fear but that if you are indeed 
light in the Lord, you will walk as children of the light, for the fruit of 
the spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness, and truth. Thus, breth- 
ren, if only you take the teachings of St. Paul for your guide, our hope 
of you is stedfast, that you will grow up unto him in all things which is 
the Head, even Christ. 

This brings me to notice, lastly, what the Apostle would have us un- 
derstand here by calling our Lord “the Head”—and here, we reach a part 
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of the counsel of God, which he certainly did not shun to declare—con- 
ceiving it to. be not only in entire accordance with all else that he had 
been teaching them of salvation through grace, but as being itself a fea- 
ture in the heaven-sketched plan, and of essential importance in keeping 
every other feature unimpaired. And, of what then, brethren, does the 
Apostle mean to say that our Lord is the head? Of his body, of course, 
which is the Church, as we are told expressly ; in other words, that com- 
pany of souls, which Jesus loved, and gave himself for, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of baptismal water. And glori- 
ous are the things said of this city of our God. A great mystery he de- 
clares it is, of whichthe nearest and dearest of earthly ties does but 
give us a faint image, shadowing forth by the intimacy of conjugal 
union, the love of the Lord, in nourishing and cherishing this mystical 
body of his faithful people. For their sakes, all things, we are assured, 
are put under his feet, that we might be head over all things to his 
Church. And in token accordingly of his concern for the well-being of 
this chosen society, we read that he gave some Apostles, and some 
prophets, and some Evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, vari- 
ous grades and kinds of officers—some fur only a time, but others to 
continue—for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ ; that by the agency of these divers 
orders, the people might be taught, and baptised, and strengthened, and 
comforted, and quickened, till they all come in the unity of the faith, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Hence, we may 
not scruple to declare, not only that in the doctrine and fellowship of 
this ministry you may make increase in knowledge and grace—but that 
in leaving it you would be like children tossed to and fro, carried about 
with every wind of doctrine. And earnestly, therefore, must we entreat 
you to keep to this Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth, built as it is upon the foundation of Apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 
A building toc, we weuld have you observe this is, not broken into 
fragments, a piece here, and a piece there, with nothing that we can see 
to shew that they belong to the same owner, or were fromthe hand of 
the same architect—but a holy temple, fitly framed together—at unity 
in itself, “ one, catholic, and apostolic”—that, as there is one spirit, so is 
there one body, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, and, therefore, one haptism—the marks of this Church 
being not ouly that “the pure word of God is preached” there, but also 
that the “ sacraments are duly administered’’* by persons * lawfully call- 
ed,’’t and sent with the laying on of the hands of a real Bishop.{ To this 
Church then, of which our’s is a branch, we bid you cling, even as you 
would obey your Saviour, and as you hope for his increasing favor— 
and though 10 us, and to you, the charge be of bigotry, and uncharita- 
bleness, mind it not—for you co know that “ charity rejoiceth i in the 
truth,” aud christian love is shewn not by joining others in their errors, 
but by putting away from you all bitterness and evil speaking, that they 
who are of the contrary part may be moved to say “we will go with you, 
for we perceive that God is with you.” Drink in, therefore, the spirit of 
our Church, and while praying against “heresy and schism,” pray also, 
* Art. xix. t Art. xxiii. $ Preface to Ordinal, 
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against “ all uncharitableness,” and that the Lord, having “ mercy upon all 
men,” may “bring them home to his flock,” and may “ knit together his 
elect in one communion and fellowship,” that we may be made an holy 
temple, acceptable unto him, through Jesus Christ—Amen, 

Now is not this, brethren, the counsel of God? Have we not war- 
rant for his word clear and strong, for each, and every part of what we 
have thus declared? So at least it seems to us, not merely because of our 
own private study of that word—but yet more from the fact that such 
has been all along, from the earliest ages, the voice of the great company 
of believers, not passing down from mouth to mouth, in uncertain and 
varying tradition, but repeated from written creeds, which being drawn 
up at the first in general assemblies of the wisest, and the best, from 
every quarter of christendom, have been received, and used, ever since, 
openly in the Church, as the agreeing witness to the meaning of the 
scripture. By this, brethren, I pray you, abide. Let no man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit—neither let any beguile you, not 
holding the head—but, we exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that, as ye 
have received of us how ye ought to walk, and to please God, so ye 
would abound more and more. It may be, brethren, that through some 
fault of ours, there are parts of this counsel of God which never yet have 
stood out prominently enough in our teachings. Perhaps we have 
shunned them, for we confess it is trying sometimes to have to speak as 
plainly as we ought to those we love—and it is not unlikely, that from 
fear of man, the timid preacher may have been, at the best, not earnest 
énough in pressing unwelcome truths—either because of their being 
offensive to the feeling of individuals, or of their not falling in with the 
current of prevailing sentiment. 

But whatever the unfaithfulness hitherto on our part, fain would I 
leave with you my witness to the truths now sketched for your conside- 
ration. All of them, I am verily persuaded, dv appear in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ—some with more distinctness, and others with less— 
but for usto be inquiring which are the weightier matters, and which 
may be thought little of, is nothing short of presumption. To us they 
are, one and all, alike essential, whatever they be to others—and with 
the warning against those who break one of the least of these command- 
ments, we dare not shun to declare this also as part of the counsel of 
God, that for you there can be no peace, unless you have respect unto 
all of that counsel, and do at least settle it in your heart, neither to add 
to, nor to take from the things that are written in this book, lest God 
take away your part from the book of life, and out of the holy city. Ra- 
ther, we warn you, that you must try (the Lord helping you,) to repent 
with ever-deepening sorrow, and with increasing hatred: of sin, to be- 
lieve with continually stronger faith, and to abound in all the fruits of 
rig hieousness-—renouncing still all reliance on yourselves, resting only 
on your bleeding Saviour for pardon, aud looking singly to his spirit for 
grace—till at the last, in the communion of his Church, you be presented 
faultless before his presence with exceeding joy. 

O how happy, brethren, shall we, all of us, be then! Though now, if 
need be, ye are ii heaviness, let but the trial of your faith be found unto 
praise, and honor, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ, and you 
will then rejoice with joy unspeakable. Yes! we all who sow in tears 
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shall reapin joy. He that goeth forth from among you, and weepeth 

sore, sorrowing most of all, that, ere many weeks, he may not call you any 

more his own, yet if he do but bear the precious seed of the pure word of 
God, he shall, doubtless, come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 

him. And he too, who is to water where your departing minister has 

planted, shall, we do trust, gather from this field, already white to the 

harvest, fruit an hundred fold unto life eternal ; that both he that soweth, 

and he that reapeth, may rejoice together—and that you, dear friends, 

your hearts comforted soon by the beloved brother, and faithful min- 

ister, who we hope will, be found for you, may not only know 

of our affairs, but be with us oft again, in this our accustomed place 

of meeting, till, one after another, we depart hence in the Lord, and 

rest from our labors, awaiting together in the blessed communion of the 

spirits of the just made perfect, the glorious appearing of the great God,. 
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ—and then, brethren, we with you, if faith- 

ful unto death, shall receive a crown of life. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Mr. Editor :—The enclosed Manuscript was recently discovered 
among the author’s papers, having been written many years since and 
mislaid. On being submitted to the perusal of an intelligent Church- 
man, it was returned with the following note. If your judgment coin- 
cides with that of the writer of this note, it is at your service for the 


Gospel Messenger. 


Dear Sir:—I have perused your Rules, &c. and think they contain 
the best arguments I have hitherto seen in favor of our stated forms of 
prayer, as distinguished from the extempore worship of Dissenters. The 
short reasons from Bishop Taylor, I think might be advantageously 
compressed into fewer heads ; I should like to see the Rules printed on 
a large sheet, and placed in a conspicuous place in all our churches. 


Yours, respectfully, R. 8S. B. 


RULES AND PRACTICE OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
CONCERNING PRAYER IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


If we look into the directions and examples, the sacred scriptures af- 
ford us, for the public performance of our prayers to God, and consider 
the worship of our church, and compare it with them, both as to the 
words and matter of our prayers, it will clearly appear to our comfort, 

1. That there is not any thing we ask of God in them, which he has 
not particularly directed us to ask ; or any thing for which we ought to 
pray, that is omitted. This advantage we have towards the proof of 
this point, that our prayers are fixed and stated, and may be examined 
by all who have a mind to be satisfied in this respect. An advantage 
we gain by putting them into a se¢ and prepared form of words, accor- 
ding to the command, and example of holy men in former ages; where- 
as, It is impossible for such as use only extempore prayers, thus to justi- 
fy their service; because their prayers are altogether uncertain, and 
depend upon the present thoughts of the speaker. 
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2. Our church requires the people to join their voices with the minis- 
tet, in some of the prayers in which they are more particularly concern- 
ed, and which seem of the most common and greatest moment: such as 
ihe general Confession, and the Lord’s prayer. 

3. Our church -has assigned for the people, some short answers or 
prayers, whereby they may be excited and stirred up to attention, and 
to signify their concurrence with the minister. Thus, to every prayer 
and blessings they are required to answer, Amen, as we find the people 
did at Corinth; and to join unanimously in some other short ejaculations, 
to implore God’s mercy, of to beseech him to hear us. In all which, 
we have the warrant of scripture; and itis plain to any one, who will 
be at the pains to consider our service, that we have taken the rules 
thereof from scripture, and have not invented a service out of our own 
heads; and then (as is too often the custom of innovators) endeavored 
to make the scripture comply with it. ‘The first reformers of the church 
would never have retained and prepared forms of prayers, had they not 
found such forms in scripture: They would never have required the peo- 
ple to join their voices in some prayers, and in answers to others, if the 
examples of scripture had not led them to it. They professed, that 
their design was to make the word of God their rule; and we see how 
exactly they conformed to it, in those particulars. 

I shall now add some short reasons for se¢ torms of prayer from Bish- 
op Taylor’s Preface to his work, entitled, an Apology for the authorized 
Liturgies. : 

“1, That we may imitate the perpetual practice of the Jewish and 
Christian churches. 

‘*2, That we may follow the example, and obey the precept of our 
blessed Saviour, who established a set form. 

** 3. That all who come may know the nature of public communion, 
the settled principles of their religion, and manner of address to God. 

“4. That we may know before-hand what to pray to God for, and 
not to do it by an‘ implicit faith in an extemporizer. 

**5. That there may be union of hearts, spirits and tongues. 

“6. That there may be a public symbol of communion, and that our 
united prayers may have more weight with God. , 

“7, That the minister's less learned, may have provision of devotion 
made for them. : ' 

“8. That the more learned, may have no occasion of boasting; and 
so their prayer be turned into sin. 

“9. That extravagant levities, and secret improprieties may be pre- 
vented. 

“10. That the offices ecclesiastical, may the better secure the articles 
of religion. 

‘11. That they may edify the people, by their books of daily use. 

“12. That men, by the intervening of authority may be engaged to 
devotions. 

“13. That not only the duty, but the very form of its ministration, 
may be honored by the countenance of authority, and not exposed to 
contempt, by reason of the insufficiency of its external warrant. 

“14. To secure the ministry from intrusion of men, whom God hath 
not sent. 

‘VOL. XVII-——wNo, 9. 34 
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“15, That the determination may not introduce indifferences, nor in~ 
differences lead to a freer liberty, nor liberty degenerate into licentious- 
ness, nor licentiousness into folly or vanity ; for this would be asad cli- 
max, or laider upon which are no angels ascending or descending, be- 
cause the degrees lead to darkness and misery.” 


SENEX. 
hs 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
WAYS OF DOING GOOD. 


Messrs. Editors,—I shall briefly mention below some of those ways, in 
which those whom Providence has blessed with the means, may do good 
to their fellow Christians. I do not pretend to arrange these according 
to their relative importance, but number them for the sake of distinct- 
ness only. 

1, By giving books on Theology to the Theological Library in Chal- 
mers’-street. Persons might often, by will, leave the whole of their li- 
braries to this institution with almost no perceptible diminution of their 
éstate to their heirs. 

Again; many persons have books which having been read, have be- 
come useless to themselves, and would most appropriately be deposited 
in this Library. 

2. By giving books to Parochial Libraries and Sunday Schools. Par- 
ticularly are'the Libraries of St. John’s and St. Stephens’ Chapels in 
great want of books. Donations either in money or books for this pur- 
pose, would be thankfully received by either of the Missionaries at these 
Chapels. 

3. By endowing an Episcopal School. It is well known, that our 
Convention have for some years had the establishment of such a school 
in contemplation. They have been deterred chiefly by the want of 
funds. 

4. The endowment of Churches. In England, a new Church cannot 
be consecrated, till it is endowed with suitable funds for the support of 
a Minister. In this country many of our Congregations are suffering 
greatly for the want of some permanent support of this kind. In the 
fluctuations of our population, what was once a densely inhabited neigh- 
borhood, in a few years becomes partially or wholly deserted. Those 
who are left behind, are too poor to continue the support of their Minis- 
tery even on the most moderate scale. The house of God is closed, and 
the services of the sanctuary discontinued. Such a result might be pre- 
vented by giving say three or four thousand dollars even, which should 
be placed at interest, and the income not used till it amounts to the re- 
quisite sum. As money at compound interest doubles in about 11 years, 
it is easy to see nearly what any given sum will amvuunt to in any given 
number of years. $3,000, for instance, in 11 years would amount to 
$6,000; in 22 years to $12,000; and in 33 years to $24,000. 1 do not 
pretend to be exact, but to give nearly enough for my purpose the gen- 
eral result. 

Another mode of effecting the same thing, is for several parishioners 
to combine, and giving notes‘and bonds for a certain amount payable at 
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But we are wandering from) the book before us. Of the fidelity of 
the translation we cannot judge, not having yet seen the original. Itis 
disfigured with some Germanisins, as are most of the works proceeding 
from the same school. We are-always sorry, when a fine scholar be- 
comes so enwrapt in the study of a foreign language, as to neglect the 
purity of his own ; and to introduce into his own style, in works delibe- 
rately prepared, the peculiar phrases and idioms, and even the words of 
a foreign people. This is to some extent the case in the work before 
us, though by no means to so offensive a degree, as in the writings of 
another, and more celebrated professor in the same school. 

The work of which we speak gives, we have little doubt, in the main 
a fair account of the great controversy of which it treats, with however a 
too evident leaning to some portions of the heresy of Pelagius—for in- 
stance the denial of original sin; and with several minor mistakes. Such 
for example, is the account given on page 25 of the flagrant sin, whieh 
St. Augustine charges himself as having committed before his conver- 
sion, in the midst of divine service ; but the nature of which he does not 
specify. (See his Confessions, Book iii. chap. 5.) 

The work, therefore, cannot be unconditionally recommended. Still 
we must regard it as one of great value to the theological student, and 
the Clergyman, who wishes fully to understand the most momentous 
coutroversy—next to the Arian, which ever agitated the Church of 
Christ. Only let him not rely entirely on its statements, but turn him- 
self as Le shall have opportunity to the original sources, in the writings 
of the fathers themselves. 
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SELECTIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Messrs. Editors,—The duties of Wardens and Vestrymen has been 
made a: matter of enquiry in this Diocese, and there is more than one 
who has expressed a wish to read the letter of Bishop Doane on the 


subject. Will you therefore publish it, and oblige 
A SUBSCRIBER. 


PASTORAL LETTER, 
To the Clergy and Laity of ihe Diocese of New Jersey, on the Rights and Duties of 
Charch Wardens and Vestrymen. 


Dear Brethren—I -have been requested to address you on this sub- 
ject, and in this way, by a vote of your Convention. There can be no 
doubt of the importance of having every thing connected with our ec- 
clesiastical organization clearly and fully understood. In this respect, 
the wisdom of those who have gone before has left little for me to say, 
as to the topic on which I now address you. As long ago as 1804, my 
venerable predecessor, then a Presbyter of the Diocese, as one of a 
Committee, appointed on the motion of the Rev. Andrew Fowler, (still 
performing active duty in another Diocese, though an octogenarian,) 
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made’ a report as to the duties of Church Wardens and Vestrymen, which | 


appears to me toembody the whole practical wisdum of the subject. As 
the report was then adopted, it is now the Law of the Diocese. And as 
the Journal of that year is not extant in more than two or three copies, 
I shall insert it here; adding only, by way of notes, some few sug- 
gestions, on incidental points, addressed chiefly to my brethren of the 
Laity. 

“THE DUTIES OF THE WARDENS ARE, 


1. To provide for the Churches of which they have the care,* a Bible 
and Prayer Book of suttable size, at the expense of the parish, 

2. ‘To make the collections wnich are usual in the Churches. 

3. To provide, at the expense of the congregation, a sufficient quantity 


of fine white bread, and good wholesome wine,t for the celebration of 


the Holy Sacramen: of the Lord’s Supper. 

4. To provide a proper book, at the charge of the parish, in which 
shall be written by the Rector, or in case of vacancy, by one of the 
Wardens, the name of every person baptized, married and buried in the 
parish, and the time when sach baptism, marriage and burial took place.f 

5. To present to the Bishop of the Diocese, (or, if there is no Bishop, 
to the Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Church in the State,) 
every Priest and Deacon residing in the parish to which they belong, 
who has voluntarily relinquished his sacerdotal office, and uses such em- 
pleyments as belong to Laymen, 

6. To take care that the Church of which they have the charge be 
keptin good repair, well glazed, and free from dirt and dust, as be- 
comes the house of God ;|| that the Church yard be decently fenced : and 
to cause that order be preserved during divine service.§ 

7. Todiligently see that the parishioners resort to Church on Sun- 
day’s, and there continue the whole time of divine service; and to gent- 
ly admonish them when they are negligent. 

8. To prevent any idle persons continuing in the Church yard or 
porch, during divine service, by causing them either to enter the Church, 
or depart ;{] and to prohibit the sale of any thing in the yard. 

9. To give an account to the Corporation of the Church, if it has no 
Treasurer, at the expiration of each year, of the money they have re- 





* Wardens, that is guardians.—e. w. v. 

t Lam sorry to say that this regulation is not sufficiently regarded. That has been 
provided for the Holy Sacrament, wihin my knowledge, which was scarcely wine. 
Surely we should serve the Lord with the best of that which he gives us. Especially 
in this most solemn inystery.—e. w. vb. 

¢ The names of persons confirmed, and received as communicants, should also be re- 
corded; with a notice of their death or removal, when it occurs.—G. w. D. 4 

{| It is but justice to say, that as to the preservation of Churches, this Diocese, with 
scarcely an exception, is exemplary.—e. w. pD. . } 

§ The Wardens, in some parishes, are not sufficiently attenttive to this part of their 
duty: perhaps from the fear of seeming to take too much upon themselves. In this 
respect, the present republication will be of service, in strengthening their hands. It 
should never be necessary for the officiating Minister to reprove disorder during the 
service: nor should his attention be permitted to be distracted by its occurrence.— 
G. W. D. 

@ The custom which exists in some places of collecting at the Church door before the 
time of service, is one “ more honored in the breach than in the observance ;" and is 


virtually included in this regulation.—e. w. pb. 
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ceived, and what they have expended in repairs, &c.; and when they go 
out of office, to give a fair account of their money transactions relative to 
the Church, and deliver up to their successors the Church property in 
their possession. 


THE DUTIES OF VESTRYMEN ARE, 


1. To transact all the temporal business of their respective Churches. 

2. Tocollect the monies stipulated to be paid to the Minister ;* and 
at the expiration of any year, if therebe a deficiency of the sum requi- 
site, to give information thereof to the congregation convened for that 
purpose: and, if necessary, to enforce the payment of the sum deficient. 

3. Also, in the absence of the Wardens, to do the several duties 
which are more particularly assigned to them.” 


That you may have the whole provision on this subject in your hands 
at once, | append the act of the Legislature of New-Jersey, entitled 
“an act to incorporate religious societies worshipping according to the 
customs and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church.t 





* On the subject of paying pew vents, or other dues to the Church, there is some- 
times, it must be feared, a wait of considerativn on the part of the Laity. The office 
of Vestryman or Warden is held, and its duties are discharged, for the love of God, and 
the edifieation of his Charch: and they never should be made more onerous than they 
necessarily are. ‘Their duty to collect involves the duty of the parishioners to pay—and 
that promptly and cheerfully, *‘as to the Lord, and not unto man.”—e. w. pb. 


t An Act to ineorporate religious societies worshipping according to the customs and 
usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church.—Passed Feb. 17, 1829. 


Whereas, the actentitled, “‘ An act to incorporate trustees of religious societies, pas- 
sed the 12th day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, is, in some re 
spects, inconsistent with the Constitution, usages and customs of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this State—and whereas the Convention of the said Church have pray- 
ed the aid the Legislature in the premises—'Therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be itenacted by the Counciland General Assembly of this State, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That when any congregation of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in this State, duly organized according to the Constitution 
and usages of said Church, desire to form themselves into a body corporate, notice shall 
be given of such intention ten days previously by an advertisement set up in open 
view at of near the place where such congregation usually assemble for divine service, 
designating the day when, and the place where they des.gn to meet for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the congregation, having met at the time and place 
appointed, the Rector or Minister, or if there be no Rector or Minister. or he be neces- 
sarily absent, one of the Church-Wardens or Vestrymen shall preside at the meeting, 
and the Secretary of the Vestry shall record the proceedings of the meeting The con- 
gregation shall then proceed, by a vote of the majority of those present, to designate the 
corporate name or title by which the Churehshall be known. which shall be in the man- 
ner and form as follows: “ the Rector, Wardens. Vestrymen of -— —— Church, 
in ————-——..”._ The congregation shallthen choose tvo Wardens, and not more 
than ten, nor Jess than five Vestrymen, and also fix and determine the day annually, on 
which new elections of officers shall take place. A certificate of these proceedings, un- 
der the hands and seals of the President and Secretary of the meeting, shall be transmit- 
ted to the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas of the county, whose duty it shall be to 
record the same, for which he shall be entitled to receive the usual compensation for 
similar service. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the Rector, Wardens and Vesirymen. appointed ag 
aforesaid, shall be a body corporate and politic, in law, and in fect, to have continuance 
forever, under the same restrictions, and with the same righis and privileges, as are ex- 
pressed in the ‘ Act to incorporate trustees of religious societies ” Byes the twelfth 
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and uinety-nine— Provided, nevertheless, that 
if at any time the Church be without a Minister or Rector, the same rights and privile- 
ges shall be vested in the Wardens and Vestrymen. 
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The blessing with which the Lord our God is pleased to bless us is, 
with generous hearts, the strongest motive to increased obedience and 
devotion. Let it be so with you, dear brethren: and may you daily 
seek for grace, and find it daily given, that “ whatsoever you do in word 
or in deed,” you may “do all iu the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” “ The grace of our Lord Jesus 


Christ be with you all—Amen. 
GEORGE W. DOANE, 
Bishop of the Diocese of New-Jersey-. 
Riverside, Festival of St. Peter, 1840. 


THE APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


“What can be flatter and less interesting, in a religious point of 
view, than long historical researches to prove the Apostolical Si cces- 
sion, if no other inference is to be drawn from it, than the formal iden- 
tity of Episcopal Christian communities among us with communities set 
on foot by the Apostles ? such an identity, for instance, as that subsisting 
between the Free Vason’s Society of the present day and the Secret 
Societies of the middle ages. To investiga such a point might indeed 
afford amusement for the leisure hours of the curious, and undoubtedly 
the fact is very remarkable: but to lay stress on it as part of religion 
would certainly be trifling in the extreme. 

*« Let it only be assumed, as it is now almost universally assumed, 
that the sole ends fur which the Church was instituted are decency, or- 
der, and the propagation of true doctrine, and an end is put at once to 
all ground for arguing about the Apostolical Church Government and 
Succession. Any religious community which answers these sole ends, 
for which the Church was instituted, answers every good purpose which 





Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That the Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen, and their 
successors, or a majority of them, may make such rules, by-laws, and ordinances, and do 
every thing needful and requisite for the good government and support of the Church, 
all of which shall be entered in a book, to be provided and kept for that purpose—Pro- 
vided that the said rules, by-laws, and ordinances shall not be repugnant to the Consti- 
tution and laws of this State, or of the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That the qualifications of voters at the annual elections 
shall be conformable to the Constitution and principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in New-Jersey. 

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That the Rector, Wurdens, and Vestrymen shall choose a 
Treasurer, who when called upon for that purpose, shall render a true and just ac- 
count to the corporation, of all moneys by him received and expended, and pay over the 
balance which may remain in his hands at the time of settlement, to his successor in 
office. . 

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That when a Vacancy shall occur in the office of Minister 
or Rector, by death, removal, or otherwise, the said Wardens and Vestrymen, (two- 
thirds of them concurring in the choice,) may chouse some fit person, duly qualified, to 
act as Minister or Rector of said Church, agreeably to the Constitution of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the United States of America: and the Minister or Rector so 
chosen, shall preside at all meetings of the Wardens and Vestrymen, and have a casting 
vote, except the business or question to be decided has relation to the personal interest 
of said Minister or Rector; Provided, that in the absence of the President, the Wardens 
and Vestrymen may choose a President, pro tempore 

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this State, incorporated under existing laws, to embrace the privileges 
of this Act, by compliance with, and adopting its provisions. 
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the Church can possibly answer ; and the question between one commu- 
nity and another will be, not, which can trace back its succession farth- 
est, or which retains most of the primitive forms, but, which best fulfiis 
these great essentials, the maintenance of order, decency, and true doc- 
trine. Judging as the world. mow judges respecting the nature and in- 
tention of the Church, to prefer one community to another for any other 
superiority thar this; is laying an undue stress on non-essentials, and con- 
fusing formal with real religion. And so far those persons are right, 
who, taking for granted the common notions about the Church, discard 
the consideration.of any merely ecclesiastical question. 

“« Let it not however for a moment be supposed, that it was any undue 
attachment to non-essentials, or any inability to distinguish between the 
forms anil the spirit of relig on; which has in all ages led: soomany. holy 
and humble men of God to treat these merely ecclesiastical questions as 
matters of vital importance. It was not for want of discriminating be- 
tween external and internal, or between doctrine and discipline, or be- 
tween forms and realities, that such men as the great Hammond wrote 
and thought so much on the divine institution of Bishops, and the inva- 
lidity of Presbyterian ordination, and the obligation that all Christians 
are under to communicate withthe Apostolic Church. It will be remem- 
bered by most persons that the Reformed Church of England has given 
birth tatwo Martyrs, an Archbishop and a King, and that these blessed 
Saints died for Episcopacy. But was it for a form, or a point of disci- 
pline, that they resisted thus unto death? surely not. Whether mista- 
ken or not, they had far other thoughts of the cause in which they suf- 
fered. In their view it would have been just as shallow theology, to say 
that the Church was instituted solely for decency, order, and the main 
tenance of sound doctrine, as to say that Christ came into the world only 
to establish order, decency, and sound doctrine. And when they con- 
tended fur E;iscopacy as one of the essentials of religion, they no more 
regarded it as an external and a form, than they regarded Christ’s death 
upon the Cross as an external anda form. As they conceived Christ’s 
coming into the world, and death upon the Cross, to be mysterious pats 
of the Divine Economy for the salvation of sinners, so they regarded the 
institution of the Visible Church as a not less mysterious part of the same 
Economy towards the same end; and Episcopacy they considered as @ 
Divine Mystery for perpetuating this Church.” —Froude’s Remains. 


DUELLING—TRUE VALOR. 
From a late Sermon of Bishop Meade. 


What parent fiut is proud of a valiant son? What youth of our land 
does not wish to be thought honorable and brave 2 Who would not ra- 
ther die the death, than live the coward, or even be deemed such? And 
in exhorting you to be christians, do we require you to lay aside high- 
minded honor and daring valor, and to. become mean and cowardly? 
God forbid! Thereis not a vice more condemned than cowardice, in 
the christian code—not one which shall meet with a more ignominious 
énd—God’s word being true? At our baptism we are consecrated a 
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soldiers of the cross, and the cowardly wretch who deserts his post and 
denies his Master in the hour of danger, shall be branded with everlas- 
ting infamy. Among the saints in heaven he shall find no place of honor. 
We would therefore exhort you to true bravery as one of the noblest traits 
in the character of man. We would have you to be far more valiant, in- 
deed, than the bravest of those whom men call brave. We would have 
you ready at any moment to lay down your lives, rather than make the 
least concession. 

But let me at once explain myself, for although I am using the lan- 
guage, | am not defending the doctrine of the men of this world on the 
subject of honor and bravery. The code of honor established among 
men, and the standard of courage set up, are indeed very different from 
those which our religion commands. If God be the judge, a most ig- 
nominious sentence awaits many who are reckoned among the brave of 
this world, and who would be ready to avenge the slightest imputation 
by an appeal to the sword, or the pistol. Try what is esteemed cour- 
age, and those who are called brave, by a fair and honest rule. On this 
very subject of religion | would ask, is there no cowardice in the hearts 
of those whose first wish is to be accounted brave? Is there no fear of 
man before theireyes? Are they never ashamed or afraid to own even 
as much as they sometimes believe and feel—never ashamed to do what 
their consciences bid them do? Are they never induced by the fear of 
ridicule to do what their hearts condemn! Do they not sometimes drink 
more deeply of the intoxicating bowl, only lest they should seem to be 
too sober minded and thus be laughed at? 

Do they not (their hearts smiting them all the while) sometimes even 
join in the impious jest ? And when the Spirit of God strives with them 
and bids them go to his holy word and bend their knees before him. 


*¢ How still the world prevails and its dread laugh, 
Which scarce the firm philosopher can scorn.” 


And is this courage? Are these the heroes of this world? If the noble 
any of martyrs had been like these, where now the religion of Jesus 

hrist 4 

But my young friends, I have something more to say about this false 
courage. There is something selfish, cruel, and hard-hearted about it. 
What will it notdo? I will tell you whatit has done. For some slight 
offence—a mere word—perhaps a look—it has gone deliberately to the 
field of single combat—it has there raised its well practised, cruel arm 
against the dearest friend—it has aimed a death blow at his very heart— 
it has sent that friend all unprepared into eternity and plunged his soul 
into the burning lake. This it has done in oppositivn to that law which 
says, ‘thou shalt not kill; ‘thou shalt do no murder ;” in opposition 
to the voice of conscience, reason, and every generous feeling of the 
heart.. Yea more, perhaps that friend was the husband of a beloved 
wife, who looked to him as her all on earth—perbaps he was the father 
of dear children, who have now no friend on earth beside her, whose 
poor heart is broken—whose head is crazed. O could they have known 
it, they would have rushed to the fatal spot—the frantic wife would have 
thrown herself between and received the deadly ball, and cried, O spare 
him, spare him, for these 'poor children’s sake ;—the children with their 
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piteous voices, would have begged the father’s life, and cried, O spare 
him for our poor mother’s sake—they would have clasped the knees of 
the destroyer, and bid him rather like another Herod imbrue his hands 
in little children’s blood. 

Great God, can this be valor—for such as these are crowns of glory 
laid up in heaven? I ask you, dear youths who have hearts to feel—is 
this true valor. Go and ask the miserable man who has done this deed, 
if this was valor? Go, and if you can find the wretch Cain roaming 
through the world, ask him, if he would have you do likewise. Go and 
ask the poor parents, (if their grey hairs have not already gone down 
with sorrow to the grave,) if their hearts are glad, even theirs at the 
thoughts of such a son? 

One word more on this subject. Was this the bravery of the youthful 
Washington, who at nineteen years of age, I believe, mustered his little 
band in the streets of that city which lies before us?) Was Washington 
the man of honor, the duelist? At the age I have mentioned, while 
preparing for his country’s battle, his valor yet untried, his name un- 
known, he was struck to the earth by one whom he had offended. Did 
he rise to revenge the blow. Did he summon him on the morn to the 
field of combat? No, but letting not the sun go down upon his wrath, 
and meditating during the night watches upon the events of the day, he 
found that himself had been in fault, and he arose on the morrow and 
asked the pardon of him whom he had injured. There young men was 
bravery,—the bravery of one who was never ashamed to own his God 
and Saviour, who daily read God’s holy word, and daily bent his knees 
in prayer before heaven. His courage was from above, where alone 
true courage can come. Seek it there I pray you. 

Ask of God to make you brave to speak the truth,—brave to do what 
is right—to stand up for the faith whoever may revile it—to read his 
word whoever may write it—to bend your knees in prayer whoever 
may refuse to join. Be this your valor, and make glad the hearts of pa- 
rents now, and a crown, “compared with which, the laurels, which a 
Cesar wears are weeds,” shall be yours hereafter, purchased for you, 
and bestowed upon you by the great captain of our salvation. 


PUBLIC CEMETERIES. 


We have received several communications on the subject of public 
cemeteries, urging the impropriety of interring Christians in these uni- 
versal receptacles, and of making them, as too frequently they are made, 
places of fashionable resort for travellers and idle persons in search of 
amusement. 

Christian burial- places properly belong to the church. In all ages they 
have been regarded as consecrated ground, where the church deposits 
the remains of her sleeping children, keeping watch, as it were, over 
their dust, believing that they are in paradise, and expecting to rejoin 
them on the morning of the resurrection. It appears as if she parted 
with her dead, they seem to die excommunicate, if they are carried toa 
common sepulchre, in which Christians, Jews, Turks, infidels and here- 
tics are interred together. This may be thought a very bigoted notion ; 
bat as there is something in the rites of Christian burial, so there is some- 
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thing in a Christian burial-place. Men have always felt this. Hence 
the ground for interment geverally surrounds the church, and in Europe 
is set apart for the purpose, by ceremonies of consecration. If such pla- 
ces are an inconvenient appendage to churches in large cities, and are 
unfavorable to health, as seems to be the case, let then the church have 
a cemetery of her own—let it be in some retired situation beyond the 
thickly settled districts of the city, having a chapel attached to it, and 
let it be made in every respect as safe against spoliation as the public 
cemeteries. In most of our large cities, there is wealth enough among 
Episcopalians for this, and there ought to be enough of church feeling. 

We think it is a question, too, whether the sepulchres ought to be made 
places of ordinary pleasure and amusement, as they are in some of our 
cities. _The fashionable and gay repair to them almost as to public gar- 
dens for an hour’s recreation,’sv that they soon lose the solemn character 
with which they should be invested, as the resting-place of the dead, 
This has frequently struck serious visitors of Laurel Tree and Mount 
Auburn. 

In this matter, as in most others, Jet not the church depart from the 
hallowed custom of ages; as ever since Abraham bought a burying- 
place from the children of Heth, that his family might not be commin- 
gled even in death with idolaters, the church has had her sepulchres as 
well as her temples.— Churchman. 


ON ANTIQUITY. 
From the Rev. Dr. Hook. 


By the religious world I mean that conventional union of sects and 
parties which is formed by those who agree to merge the distinctive fea- 
tures of every sect, (and where Churchman belong to it, the distinctive 
features of the Church itself,) in order that they may insist in common 
upon what that world deems to be essential truth. But the question still 
oceurs whether that world is competent to decide what part of the Rev- 
elation of God is essential and what is not. Of this proposition those 
who are called High Ghurchmen hold the negative, The difficulty of 
their present position consists in the religious world having assumed that 
all pious persons must belong to it. But there are persons whose zeal 
for the cause of religion, whatever may be their faults, is ardent, but 
who at the same time refuse to subscribe to many of the traditional doc- 
trines and some of the practices of the religious world. The members 
of the religious world cannot conceive the possibility of such persons 
being really pious and sincere: hence the hostility to them: their real 
fault being their rejection of the tradition of the religious world, the con- 
troversy of the present day having reference, in fact, to this one question : 
according to what tradition shall Scripture be interpreted ? acco:ding to 
the tradition of the Church of Rome? or according to the tradition of 
the religious world ? or according to the tradition of the primitive church? 
the latter being, as we contend, embodied in the formularies of the 
Church of England. 





The guilt of one sin ig'a greater misery than the burden of a thousand 
crosses.—f7eb, 11 25, | 
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ON CLOSE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


It would be seen, by the conduct of not a few, that this was a very 
interesting, not to say most desirable event. Some demonstrations of 
interest in it, are visible during the singing of the last hymn, such as va- 7 
rious preliminary preparations for its arrival, After the hymn, fresh and 
more numerous indications appear that the approaching event is @ joy- 
ful one. uring the singing of the doxology, there is a very visible in- 
crease in the interest. Hymn books are carefully laid away. One seizes 
his hat, another his whip, another his cane. One makesready the pew 
door. Another seems measuring the distance between himself and the 
porch, to see how suddenly and safely he can transfer himself there. 
And when the final words are pronounced, legions, especially of the 
smaller fry, and particularly in the galleries, rush as though life depend- 
ed on the celerity with which an escape could be effected from the house 
of God. All this is sad toa serious mind. It is irreverent to manifest 
such haste to leave the sanctuary. ‘ The Lord isn his holy temple ; let 
all the earth keep silence before him.” A due fear and reverence for 
Him, would forever prevent the evil of which we are complaining.—So. 
Churchman. 



















THE OFFICE OF BAPTISM. 


In the time of the great revolutior, when the use of the Liturgy of 
our Church had been forbidden, Mr. Bull was sent fur to baptise the child 
of a dissenter in his parish; upon which. occasion he made use of the 
Office of Baptism, as prescribed by the Church of England, which he 
had got entirely by heart; and he went through it with so much readi- 
ness and freedom, and yet with so much gravity and devotion, and gave 
that life and spirit to all that he delivered, that the whole audience was if 
extremely affected with his performance, and notwithstanding that he 
used the sign of the cross, yet, they were so ignorant of the offices of the 
Church, that they did not thereby discover that it was the Common 
Prayer. But after that he concluded that holy office, the father of the 
child returned hima great many thanks, intimating, at the same time, 
with how much greater edication they prayed, who, like him, entirely 
depended upon the Spirit of God for his assistance in their extempore 
effusions, than those did who tied themselves up to premeditated forms ; 
and that if he had not made that sign of the cross, that badge of popery as 
he called it, nobody would have formed the least exceptiun against his 
excellent prayers. Upon which Mr, Bull, hoping to recover him from 
his ill-founded prejudices, showed him the offence of Baptism in the 
Liturgy, wherein was contained every prayer which he offered up to 
God on the occasion ; which, with further arguments that he then urged, 
so effectually wrought upon the good man and his whole family, that 
they always after that time frequented the Parish Church—Penny Sun- 
day Reader. nthe 

























No cloud can overshadow a true Christian, but his faith will discern a 
rainbow in it.—Bishop Horne. 
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THE CHURCH—A SOCIAL BENEFIT. 


I need not remind you that Christianity, as taught by the Church es- 
tablished in these realms, is eminently a social benefit. I need not remind 
you that by enforcing the sanctions, it supersedes the penalties of law; 
that it establishes social order on the broad and sure basis of religious 
principle; that it tempers those inequalities of condition which, for wise 
purposes, are permitted to exist among mankind, by precepts of mutual 
forbearance and benevolence; and that it places loyalty to the appoint- 
ed sovereign, and obedience to all constituted authorities, on the high 
vantage-ground of primary obligation to God, As little need I remind 
you of the beneficial influence which it exercises over families ; how it 
awakens the vigilance of the parent, and calls forth the duty of the child ; 
how it knits together the offspring of the same parents, in a tie of 
friendship more close by far than that of brotherhood ; and how, in neigh- 
borhoods where families who act upon such principles are located, those 
who dwell around them may read a living and perpetual homily in the 
example which they display of all that is pure, honest, just, lovely, and 
of good report. Never has it been affirmed, that the churchman, whose 
profession should coincide with his practice, and who should embody in 
his daily conduct the spirit of his weekly prayers, would be—could be, 
other than a good neighbor, a good subject, a good citizen, and a good 
man.—Rev. T. Dale. 
























A LAY CATECHIST. 


‘In order to assist me in my overwhelming charge, the Upper Cana- 
da Clergy Society very kindly allowed me to engage the services of a 
young man as a lay reader, who is constantly employed travelling on 
foot through the destitute townships, visiting from house to house, and 
searching out the members of our church, especially the old and sick; 
and on Sunday he collected the people together, to whom he reads the 
prayers and a sermon with which I provide him. In this way he has been 
made very useful, but he has been especially so in catechising the chil- 
dren, and distributing tracts and books. At every house he visits, the 
children are examined, and lessons set to them, to be ready against his 
next visit; when, if they prove to have been diligent, they are rewarded 
with a tract or small book. 

“‘ My catechist returns to me about once a month, and takes away with 
him as many books and tracts as he can carry: it is not a small stack 
which can answer these constant demands: the Society may, therefore, 
easily imagine how truly acceptable was their valuable present. 

‘“ The ‘ Village Conversations on the Liturgy,’ and ‘Sermon on the 
excellency of Common Prayer,’ were the very. things 1 most needed: 
teachers of various sects are going through the country, striving to ob- 
tain proselytes from the Church of England: they bring before them 
specious arguments, and the people being very ignorant, have nothing to 
answer them. Could the Society see how joyfully and gratefully these 
valuable little works are received, it would cheer the heart of its mem- 
bers.” —** The Church.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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Pinckney Lecture—The thirty first in course of the Pinckney Lec- 
tures was delivered in the Church (St. Philip’s,) designated by the wor- 
thy founder, and on the day he appointed, viz: ‘* the Wednesday after 
the second Tuesday in November,” by the Minister of St. John’s Chap- 
el, Hampstead, (the Rev. C. Wallace.) His subject was the power of 
the deity manifested, as inthe most magnifi¢ent, so also in the minutest 
of his works, and the illustrations from the science of entomology were 
exceedingly curious, interesting, and appropriate. 


Episcopal Journal—Eztracts from it——October 11th, 17th Sunday 
after Trinity, at Johnsonville, on James Island, held divine service, 
baptized an infant, preached on the subject of the holy communion, and 
administered the same. 

October 24th, in the afternoon, at Christ Church, Greenville, 1 preach- 
ed explanatory of the rite of Confirmation, the Rev. Rector, C. C, 
Pinckney, read the service. 

October 25th, 19th Sunday after Trinity, after divine service by the 
Rector, and the reading of the ante-communion by the Rev. Mr. De- 
lavaux, Confirmation was administered by me to seventeen persons, and 
the address delivered ; after the congregation were dismissed, I adminis- 
tered Confirmation in a private house to a sick member. In the after- 
noon, [ read prayers, the Rector preached, and I catechised several 
children preceding the exercise by a short address, 

October 28th, the Festival of St. Simon and St. Jude, at St. Pauls | 
Church, Pendleton, after divine service by the Rector (Rev. W. T. 
Potter,) the ante-communivon was read, and Confirmation administered 
by me to six persons, I delivered the usual address. Public worship 
and instruction for this afternoon, and that of yesterday was intended, 
but circumstances prevented. 

October 31st, in the afternoon, at Trinity Church, Edgefield, held di- 
vine service, and delivered a Lecture on public worship. 

November 21st, All Saints Day, and 24th Sunday after Trinity, at 
the same Church, held divine service, preached on the Holy Commun- 
ion, and administered that ordinance to twelve persons. In the after- 
noon, held divine service, preached on Gen. 3, 19, and catechised ten 
children. There were no candidates for Confirmation, probably be- 
cause the Church is without a Minister. 


The Juvenile Protestant Episcopal Society.—The Anniversary of this 
Society was celebrated at St. Philip's Church, on Tuesday afternoon, 
26th inst. being the day appointed by the civil authorities as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Prayer. After the evening service had been read by 
the Rev. Rector of St. Peter’s Church, a very suitable and impressive 
address was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Campbell, Assistant Minister of 
St. Philip’s, to a numerous audience, amongst which we were pleased to 
see a large number of the children of our Sunday Schools, of whom the’ 
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Society iscomposed. The Treasurer’s Report was then read, and a 
collection amounting to $62 was received at the doors. The balance of 
funds remaining in the Treasurer’s hands, was, as has been usual for 
several years past, appropriated to assist the Ladies Domestic Mission- 
ary Society in the support of the City Missions. 


Rev. Edward Thomas.—On a tablet to his memory to be placed in 
the interior wall of the Church (near Biggin Creek,) in St. John’s Pa- 
rish, Berkley, is the following inscription : 

This Flock mourns the loss of the 
Rev. EDWARD THOMAS, their late Rector, 
A well learned, sound, and practical Theologian; 
A successful instructer; a persuasive preacher ; 
A patient, and condescending catechist ; 

A true friend to them and their children, 
and a lovely example of christian kindness, 
meekness, moderation and heavenly mindedness. 
He departed this life, July 11th, 1840, 
in the 40th year of his age, and 16th of his Ministry. 


“‘ And the Lord said, who then is that faithful and wise servant, whom 
his Lord shall make ruler over his household to give them their portion 
of meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing.” Luke, xii. 42, 43. 


ERECTED BY THE VESTRY. 


Bishop Chase.—The following extract of a letter from this venerable 


Prelate will be read with pleasure by many of his friends in South-Car- 
olina :—“‘ Robin's Nest, Illinois, Oct. 29, 1840—Very dear friend, tell 
all my dear friends in Charleston, whom I so sincerely love, that I am 
once more seaied in my peaceful home, the Robin’s Nest. My hopes 
are more than realised in the finishing of the Chapel. It is one of the 
most beautiful, yea venerable buildings in for the size I have ever seen. 
The boarding-house I[ am sorry to say is delayed in finishing for want 
of seasoned stuff. The saw-mill lately purchased will keep us from the 
tender mercies of faithless contractors. It cost $1,600, and will pay 
for itself in sawing for the College, in about two years. My own dwel- 
ling, the famous Robin’s Nest, has by a kind present sent from England 
to my dear wife been greatly improved in my absence. From a low 
depressed condition, and a roof admitting the cold snows, it has reared 
a newly adorned head, extending its friendly covering (for a viran- 
da) all along the one side of the dwelling. From this renovated, but 
still humble dwelling, now painted white like an English cottage, we 
look across the meadow lands over flocks feeding in green pastures by 
theside of living waters, to the beautiful buildings on Jubilee Hill—O 
that Icould say that the College was among them. But this must be 
deferred till two Professor’s houses shall have been erected. The bricks 
for these, more than 100,000 are already bound—and good bricks they 
are, situate in the kilns not more than 1-16th of a mile from the place 
where they are wanted. The dormatories over the boarding-house, and 
over the school rooms, must suffice for next summer, Would that in 
the mean time, God would provide means for entering on the great 
work. Be this not as we weuld, but as he willeth, who ordereth all 
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things for the best.” Don’t forget to mention me most respectfully and 
gratefully to those best of persons, who smiled on me while in Charles- 
ton. To particularize I need not—may the good God have them all in 
his holy keeping for Jesus sake. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society—The Spirit of Missions, 
for November, contains the correspondence of 16 Domestic, and 8 For- 
eign Missionaries. These extracts are instructive :—* Our growth is 
not rapid, but probably the more healthy for being slow.” * * ‘As 
much ground still remains to be occupied in the vicinity of Waverly, I 
am not without hope that a church may one day be gathered there. Nor 
can I regard this as an unworthy object of hope when I see how liable 
those, who have forsaken the ministry, appointed by the divine Head of 
the Church, are to “ be carried about with every wind of doctrine and 
the cunning craftiness of men.” One ground of sucha hope is the cha- 
racter and spirit of the only male communicant of the Church in that 
neighborhood. Though in humble life, and moderate circumstances, he 
purposes setting apart forty acres of land, one third of his estate, for the 
future benefit of the Church—improving it in the meantime as his cir- 
cumstances shall permit, so as to make it a desirable residence for a cler- 
gyman when they shall be fayored with one.” * * “ The people of 
this island have been taught to regard all who are not members of the 
Romish Church as having rejected an Episcopal form of Church gov- 
ernment, and te think that the main object of the Missionary is to under- 
mine those established forms and usages handed down from Christ and 
his Apostles. Ihave been frequently asked, how can a Church exist 
withont bishops? How can you have presbyters in the Church, if there 
are no Bishops to ordainthem?”’ * * “ Attention was asked in our 
last number to the condition of the funds for Domestic Missions. The 
subject calls for immediate action. The few hundred dollars now re- 
maining in the treasury are nearly all trust funds, not applicable to the 
payment of the salaries of Missionaries. One third of the current quar- 
ter is past, and no provision is yet made for meeting the nearly seven 
thousand dollars which will become due at its expiration. The Com- 
mittee respectfully, but earnestly, entreat the Rectors and Ministers of 
Churches not to permit this department of missions to become crippled 
in its operations, or the good faith of the Church, pledged to the devoted 
men who are toiling in their Master’s work, to be impaired.” The 
amount collected for the month was for Domestic Missions $1,794— 
nothing from South-Carolina ; for Foreign $2,038—$100 from South- 
Carolina. 

Desecration of Churches—With all our desire to promote the union 
of religion and science, we are not surprised that any Churchman, much 
more clergyman, should feel a repugnance at seeing a scaffolding erected 
over the chancel and altar of a Church—as was ‘the case at St. John’s on 
the day of commencement—covered with green baize, and fitted up for 
the accommodation of visiters and speakers at a College Exhibition. 
Use can do any thing; else pious people would either be shocked at 
such things, or say with the honest Puritans, that a Church is nothing 
but brick and mortar. 
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Qur Bishop and many of our Clergy set their seal of disapprobation 
upon the desecration of Churches, by absenting themselves from their 
accustomed seats in the exercises of Columbia College. This is as it 
should be ; and if men would only exert independence enough to mark 
with their signal disapprobation, every encroachment upon the rights 
and sacred character of the Church, we might soon anticipate a return 
to the good old standard of “ Catholic sanction.”—The Churchman, 

Eastern Diocese-—The annual Convention was held Sept. 30. There 
were Delegates from the three Dioceses (Maine, Massachusetts, and 
Rhode Island,) now in this connection. The Bishop in his address says 
“IT have before had occasion to remark upon the good conduct of the 
people of that town in regard for the worship of God, which is the more 
remarkable from their being much engaged in temporal business during 
the working days of ihe week. But it may be generally said, that they 
who are honestly industrious in lawful, worldly business, are more likely 
to be faithful in their duty toward God.” * * “It is, in my judg- 
ment, the duty of Christ’s ministers to follow the example of St. Paul; 
to be no more burthensome to the people than is necessary ; to esteem 
what is given them, as given for Christ’s sake, and that it is a species of 
sacrilege to waste it. 

Vermont.—The 50th Annual Convention was held Sept. 16 and 17, 
pregents the Bishop, 16 of the Clergy, and 24 of the Laity. There are 

n this Diocese 1 Bishop, 22 Presbyters, 3 Deacons, 3 Candidates for 
orders, and 36 organized Parishes. 

From the Bishop’s address we extract as follows :—‘* Some very grat- 
ifying improvements in the architectural propriety and beauty of our 
Churches have been accomplished within the year, which claim a brief 
notice. The primitive position of the communion table, or altar, stand- 
ing in the centre of the chancel and alone, with the pulpit on the one 
side, and the reading-desk upon the other, has been adopted in Bur- 
lington, and St. Albans; and in Derby and Enosburgh, the two new 
Churches, this arrangement was part of the original design. Nothing is 
more certain than the fact, that the modern custom of making the pulpit 
the principal object in the Church, instead of the altar, is aliogether un- 
supported by any authority in Scripture, in antiquity, or in the Mother 
Church of England.” * * “The late Bishop of South-Carolina, a 
man who stood in the front rank of estimation amongst us, for his per- 
sonal worth and his official zeal and consistency, has departed, as we 
doubt not, to the paradise of the spirits of just men made perfect.” * * 
“‘ The course of the past year is probably not marked by any event over 
which the Church at large has more reason to rejoice, than the arrange- 
ment of a mode in which our clergy can be admitted to officiate in the 
services of our venerable Mother Church of England. An Act of Par- 
liament which formerly stood in the way of the kind feeling and desire 
of the Bishops and Clergy uf England, is now happily repealed, through 
the liberal and Catholic efforts of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and his 
Episcopal brethren,/and therefore the only barrier which prevented the 
complete practical unity of our respective Churches is removed, I trust, 
forever. This circumstance is the more interesting to you and to, myself, 
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because I held many conferences with the Archbishop and Bishops on’ 
the subject when in England, and have reason to believe that 1 had the 
privilege of being, in some small degree, instrumental in bringing about 
the desired consummation. If the fatigne and trouble of the voyage had 
had no other consequence, | should esteem this to be a very ample re- 
ward.” * * “For non-conformity without the Church, we are not 
responsible, but non-conformity within the Church should be looked up- 
on by all her children as a total and absolute contradiction in terms, 
neither to be admitted in theory, nor tolerated in practice, by any true 
follower of the Prince of peace.” In allusion probably to “ Fairs,” in 
in his report for his Parish he says :—* The Rector does not profess to 
be an advocate of this modern mode of raising funds for Chureh purpo- 
ses, but he is bound to acknowledge that zeal, industry, and strict deco- 
rum manifested on this occasion are worthy of all praise. 

Bishop Brownell’s Commentary on the Common Prayer.—Alexander 
V. Blake, 54 Gold-street, New-York, is publishing by subscription, Bish- 
op Brownell’s Prayer Book. This is a work of so great importance 
and value, that we would be glad to see it in the library of every Church- 
man. It “ was first published iti the year 1823; and, although it was in 
a cheap style, and at eight dollars a copy, the edition was soon exhaust- 
ed. It received the most unqualified commendation from our Bishops, 
and also from our Clergy and laity generally. 

‘“‘ The remarks has been frequently and truly made, that this volume 
contains, for family use, a good System of Divinity, and of instruction 
in the distinctive peculiarities of the Protestant Episcopal Church. No 
one can habitually read it without being made more intelligent as a 
Christian, and especially as a Churchman. He will be continually led 
to the discovery of new beauties in our evangelical services of devotion. 
Hence, his intercourse with the Father of Mercies will have a freedom 
and an ardor not otherwise acquired ; and his faith will have a consisten- 
cy and vigor, obtained by the use wf no other means. It is believed, 
that every enlightened member of our communion, accustomed to the 
use of Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book, will estimate its value 
far above cost. Indeed, no family of Episcopalians should be without 
it.” 

The above remarks we take from the Prospectus, and give them our 
cordial sanction. We will only add that the price is $5, and that Mr. 
Rosenberg is taking subscriptions in this city. 


The Bishop White Prayer Book Society—Mr. Editor—At a stated 
meeting of the Board of Managers of this Society, held last evening, the , 
Secretary was instructed to lay the following resolution, then passed, be- 
fore the members of our Church, through the columns of our Church 
periodicals in this city. I must, therefore, ask a place for it in the Ban- 
ner. 

“The Board of Managers of the Bishop White Prayer Book Society, 
in view of the exhausted condition of the treasury, and of their inability 
to supply the increasing demand for Prayer Books, would suggest, to 
Episcopalians the following query : | 
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What have I done during the past year to aid in circulating that book 
which I prize so highly as a fruitful source of spiritual guidance and 
comfort, and which is acknowledged by nearly all intelligent christians, 
to be the best formulary of devotion, and next to the Bible in impor- 
tance for general circulation. ?” 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES M. AERTSEN, Secretary. 

“The Board are aware of the existence of difficulties which have 
pressed indiscriminately upon all sections of the country, and upon all 
classes of Society; and yet they cannot but regard seasons of general 
distressas peculiarly fitted for the display of the charitable affections of 
the heart; and as imposing upon the professed disciples of Christ and 
members of his church, increased obligations to the discharge of the 
general duty of extending, by all the means in their power, the kingdom 
of the Redeemer, and of imparting the blessings of his Gospel to the 
spiritually destitute. “At no time does the voice of religion sound more 
sweetly, or come home to the soul with more of power, than in the dark 
season of wordly adversity. The occasion seems one especially proffer- 
ed by an all-wise and merciful Creator for the ready and zealous em- 
brace of his people—an occasion which, on their part, aptly and faith- 
fully employed may become the prolific source of reciprocal blessings 
to themselves and the objects of their bounty, and may eventually illu- 
minate the gloomy scene of earthly distress with the warm sunshine of 
evangelical love. 

Notwithstanding, however, the admitted diminution of worldly pros- 
perity, which has doubtless operated in part to produce the results allu- 
ded'to, the Board cannot bring themselves to believe that, as a body, the 
members of their Church are not, even at the present time, quite equal 
- toa discharge of all the claims which their situation and profession im- 
pose upon them. Individuals are too apt to make the reduction of their 
charities not only keep pace proportionately with the decrease of their 
incomes, but even to advance beyond this point, and commence with the 
cancelling of what they are accustomed to consider as mere gratuities, 
before touching any of those expenditures which contribute to their per- 
sonal ease and comfort, nay even to their pleasures. It is necessary, in 
order to counteract this tendency of human nature, that the really supe- 
rior demands which the cause of religion holds upon every one of us, 
(however we may be disposed to overlvok or deny the obligation) should 
be distinctly and frequently preseuted to our notice; and the considera- 
tion of this necessity is an abundant excuse for what might otherwise 
appear the tedious repetition of periodical appeals to the charity of .the 
religious public. The Managers of the Prayer Book Society, have 
made this the prominent topic in their annual report at this time, not on- 
ly from a conviction of the actual need of a proper supply of funds, but 
from a hope that the minds of those whom they address may be again 
induced to think seriously of their ever-continuing duty to promote the 
progress of the cause of their Divine Head under every aspect of the 
changing times—Banner of the Cross. 

Bishop Kemp.—A beautiful marble monument has recently been erect- 
ed in St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore, Md. bearing the following inscription : 
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‘This memorial is erected to testify the love and veneration of a 
grateful flock for the memory of the devout Christian, the faithful pas- 
tor, and tie apostolic bishop, the Right Reverend James Kemp, D. D. 
late Rector of St. Paul’s Parish, Baltimore, and Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopa! Chursh of Maryland. Eminently kind and meek in spi- 
rit, and blameless in deportment, but firm in principle, and of'sound 
learning, in doctrine showing incorruptness; in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, having his conversation in the world; his eulogy, inscribed 
in the history of the church, lives in the hearts of his people. ‘* Whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to-day and forever.’ (Heb. xiii. 7, 8.) 

‘Bishop Kemp was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, A. D. 1764; 
became rector of St. Paul’s parish in 1813, and consecrated to the 
Episcopacy of Maryland, Sept. 1, 1814. Having fought a good fight, 
he finished his course Oct. 28, 1827; and in the family vault of St. 
Paul’s cemetery his remains await the resurrection of the just.’ 

Authorized Ministry—An exchange paper from abroad, informs. us 
that the report that the King of Prussia had instructed his ambassador 
to ask the Bishop of London, whether he would consent to consecrate 
some Protestant Bishops forthe Prussian States, and whether his Lord- 
ship would apply to the Privy Couneil for leave to that effect, is con- 
firmed. “A similar application is said to have been made under the 
reign of Frederick the Great, but was then declined on the part of the 
British prelate. There is every reason to believe thatthe present re- 
quest will meet with a more favorable reception. What has induced 
this government (the Prussian) to this step, is the taunt we often hear 
from the Roman Catholics, that we have neither Church nor Bishops— 
while they allow the Episcopal authority of England as valid, because 
derived in uninterrupted succession from the first times of Christianity.” 
It is curious, that while even the Papists allow the valid succession of or- 
ders in the Church of England, their false Church (of Rome) has José 
the succession ; as has been proved by a member of the Church of Eng- 
land.— Churchman. 

Amalgamation.—The experience of the Church, does indeed, lead 
her to condemn intermingling of religious services, and community of 
houses, not merely because of certain peculiarities of worship, and cer- 
tain opinions as to the ministry, which make such things inconsistent, 
but because the consequenees of such well-meant efforts at peace and 
love among other denominations, too often shew that discord rather than 
unity, strife rather than love, will be most apt to follow. It is believed 
that upon the whole our ministers and people without such intermixtures 
with others, have fewer contentions and more real concord with them, 
than on any other plan.— Bishop Meade. 


Saints’ Days.—We have also observed the Saints’ Days, by offering 
on those interesting anniversaries the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing in this temple of worship: a practice recommended by our excel- 
lent diocesan, and which is useful (if on no other account) in making us 
acquainted with the biography of the Apostles, and bringing before our 
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view their labors and sufferings: in, planting that-religion ip our sinful 

world,which is destined to be spfead over every part of it. There is = 

no institution im the wor|d that is. good which will-not have its opponents; 9 

and many there are (as I am well aware) who make no objection to tha ai Se! 

fréqueat periodical observance of days appointed at the caprice of a sin- 

gle miuister, while they are affected wiih great scruples respecting the 

proprietyof honoring in this manner, the memory of those men, who 

constitute the very “ fuundation stones” of the Christian Church, 

though the latter is an ecclesiastical appointment !— Banner of the Cross. 
Pastoral Visits There is one other motive which leads some persons 

to desire.the visits of a minister; the mere love of being noticed. Such, 

feel slighted if the minister does not call as often as they think they de- 

serve ; or as,often as he may have occasion to call somewhere else. That 

the visits of a clergyman should be desired, is both natural and proper; 

that it should be desired on account of the good he may confer, is highly 

commendable.» But when nothing of this kind enters into the wish for 

his. visits, it not only ceases to be commendable, but is highly improper. 

It is improper, because it is desiring to-call his attention from things of 

high and eternal moment ; simply, that we may gain the notice and ap- 

plause of the world. It is desiring him to. quit the proper object of his 

ministry, to minister to the pride of the human heart.~—Chronccle. 
Mission—The reflex operation of missionary operations is not un- 

mixed’ good. It has not simply fanned the flame of pure charity @ 

home; it hasalso fostered a piety which spreads itself abroad, to the 

neglect of home duties. He is a happy observer indeed, who has never 

met the aspirant, intoxicated with the romance of missionary life, pant- 

ing to act the Christian herome, and finding, in the desire to encounter: 

tle toils and trials of a laborer among the heathen, a dispensation from 

the obvious homely duties of the station by Providence assigned.— 


Churchman. 
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER, 


6. 2d Sunday in Advent. 21. St. Thomas. 
13. 3d Sunday in Advent. 25. Christmas Day. 
16. ) Ember-Day. 26. St. Stephen. é 
18. > Ember-Day. 27. 1st Sunday after Christmas and St. John 
19. ) Ember-Day. Evangelist. 
20. 4th Sunday in Advent. 28. Innocents. 

—SS 
P. .E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


The Librarian reports the following donations to the Library: 

By the Rev. C. Wallace.—‘he Missionary Herald, for 1833 and 1835; Darby’s Me- 
moir on Florida, and De Stael on the French Revolution. 

By the Rev W. W. Spear.—CEuvres de Fenelon, 6 vols. 

By pf Gadsden.—Blackallar’s Liturgy for Sunday Schools. — J 

By Mr. A. E. Miller—Gospel Advocate, 3 vols. 8vo., and Episcopal Magazine, 2 


vols., 8vo. 
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ERRATA. 
In page 240, line 30th from top, erase the word “‘end;” in page 256, line 6th from 
top, insert “the Churchman,” the article having been taken from that paper. 
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